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(57) Abstract^Fhe invention proposes a method of filtering a bit- 
~ stream-according to user specifications. The proposed method uses 
a semantic description and a syntactical description of the bitstream. 
The semantic description is scanned to select the elementary units 
that match the user specification. The time is used as a linking mech- 
anism between the semantic description and the syntactical descrip- 
tion to locate the elements of the syntactical description that are to be 
removed. A filtered syntactical description is generated by remov- 
ing the located elements. Finally, a filtered bitstream is generated 
from the filtered syntactical description. 
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